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Community Service Classifieds 


Do you need a service, do you have a service you would like to offer to the 

community? Do you have items that you do not need that are still servicea- 
ble for which you would like to find a new home? Free classifieds for indi- 

viduals only and items to be given away only. Edmonton Street News takes 
no responsibility for transportation or outcomes of any transactions. 


Help Wanted 


An opportunity to increase 
your hand skills and earn some 
income. Need another interested 
person to learn building model his- 
toric boats and get furniture 
restoration experience. Pay will be 
a share of the sale of these prod- 
ucts. Part or full time, possibly 
some work can be done at home. 
Inner city location. Call 465-5080, 
ask for Ken. 


Earn money. Sell Edmonton 
Street News. Call 428-0805. 


Services 


Layout and design Brochures, 
cards, posters, booklets. Call 
Edmonton Street News at 428-0805 
or email 


theresa.mcbryan@gmail.com 


Belly dance lessons. Qualified 
instructor. Call Shaun at 433- 
5843. 


Yoga classes Call Linda at 428- 
0805. 

Learn English as a second lan- 
guage. Tutoring. $10 per hour. 
Instructor has CerTESL, TEFL and 
TESL training. 3 
Call Norma at 483-5954. 


Will tutor in Cree, English, 
Math, Native Studies, Social 
Studies and Jr/Sr High level 
upgrading. Bring your own materi- 
als. 

Phone (780) 423-7084 Ask for 
Ernie B in 3B. 


Homeless? Need storage space? 
I can store your belongings at my 
place. Please call Pedro at 990- 
0475. 


Wanted 


Donations of TV sets, 
microwaves, fry pans and other 
small appliances, jeans, blankets 
and computers. Can be dropped off 
at the Lighthouse Mission on the 
corner of 103A Avenue and 95 
Street between 6 and 9 p.m. 
nightly. 


Richard’s yardwork and odd 
jobs. Call Richard at 951-9117 


Sept. 16-30, 2005 
Various Locations, Edmonton 


The North of Nowhere Expo 
is a non-profit activist-arts festi- 
val which is committed to foster- 
ing the awareness of the arts as 
tools for positive social change. 


The Expo will include:* 

¢an international anti-war art 
exhibition 

¢an underground comic art 
exhibition 

4+ live music cabarets (2 
theme events) 

¢12+ film screenings 

¢small press & social justice fair 
several workshops & skill- 
shares 

The NoN Expo is currently 
seeking volunteers to assist 
in the areas of: 

¢pre-event promotional tabling 
& volunteer recruitment 
(August) 

¢production (prepping & 
installing artwork) 





¢office administration 
*postering & signage placement 
¢front-of-house (taking tickets & 
providing guest information) 
*special event set-up 
¢bartenders & servers 

¢media & publicity 


This is an excellent opportu- 
nity to gain practical work-expe- 
rience in a fun, creative and 
exciting social environment. All 
NON Expo volunteers will receive 
full-access passes to all events, 
hospitality & other perks, and 
be honoured at a volunteer-wrap 
party on Sept. 30. 


Previous experience is an 
asset, but not required. 
Anyone who is interested in 
being a part of this exciting fes- 
tival should contact: 


Owen Melsness, 
Volunteer Coordinator, 
NoNexpo_vol@shaw.ca or (780) 
434-9236 (leave message & 
phone #} 

Contact 
<NoNexpo_vol@shaw.ca> or 
(780)434-9236 





A special thank you to Our 
Voice the street news magazine. 
Your sponsorship made it possi- 
ble for Edmonton Street News to 
be represented at the North 
American Street newwspaper 
Association conference in 
Halifax, July, 2005. 

Thanks to Street Feat in 
Halifax for granting a scholar- 
ship to cover conference fees. 














Edmonton Street News is an 
independent publication pro- 

duced by volunteers and sold 
by vendors on the street. 


Editorial: 


Taking a World View 





Our concern for those who are in need 
often begins first with ourselves and the peo- 
ple who are right in front of us, then, like 
the concentric circles when you drop a peb- 
ble in a pond, expands outward to encom- 
pass the community, the city, the country, 
the continent and then the world. That has 
been my experience in the past 15 years. 

I came to the city with nothing, and was 
sheltered by friends until I was able to find a 
place to live and to connect with social serv- 
ices. While on assistance, I came to the con- 
clusion that no one should have to live like 


that, and, to change things for myself and 
my family started selling street newspapers, 
first the Spare Change from Vancouver, then 
Our Voice. I saw others about me struggling 
with the same poverty issues that I was, and 
I began writing the stories and speaking out 
about what was happening to me and to 
those around me. 

As a writer for Our Voice the street news- 
magazine, I had the opportunity to attend 
North American Street Newspaper 
Association (NASNA) conferences in other 
cities and to see that the poverty and home- 
lessness and need were there in other cities 
across North America. As I spent time with 
homeless people on their streets, I saw the 
echo of what I saw here at home. 

The circles of concern are widening as we 
at Edmonton Street News anticipate attend- 
ing the International Network of Street 
Newspapers (INSP) conference next summit 
in Montreal, and future membership in the 
INSP. 

We hope to be able to take five or six rep- 
resentatives to the conference in June 2006. 
Sponsors are needed to help ESN vendors 
and writers to make the trip to Montreal. If 
you would like to be a sponsor, call ESN at 
428-0805. 

By Linda Dumont 
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A Standing Together against violence and abuse 


About 18 months ago I sent a story to the Women's Shelter Society, and a few months 
later received a letter to the effect that my story had been received, so I was very surprised 
when, a year later, Linda Goyette phoned to say that my story was one of about 100 stories 
that had been selected for publication in Standing Together. 

As a past victim of spousal abuse (I left the relationship 16 years ago), I have been 


asked, "Why didn't you just leave?" In the movie Life With Billy, Jane Stafford, who shot her 
husband, Billy, after years of abuse, was asked the same question during her trial. She said, 


"It is a though I stopped thinking while I was with Billy. It's like those people you read about 
who are lost in a blizzard and just walk around in circles until they freeze to death. When 
they are found, they are only a few minutes from safety." 

Too often victims of abuse are harshly judged, and even accused of having somehow 
asked to be abused. I was told, when I went to the minister of the Church of Christ 
Victorious for help, that I could confess my own sins but not to speak of another person's 
and accused of "bitterness". I was also told that I was a victim because I acted like a victim. 
It is time for us to stand together against abuse and to support those who are not yet able to 


ments and submissions for 
the next issue is Sept.10th 


Phone: 428-0805 
Email: 
edmontonstreetnews@shaw.ca 
Address: 
9312-109 Ave. 
Edmonton, AB 
Tore Les 





The views presented in this publication are 
those of the writers. 


NEED 
MONEY? 


Sign up to be a 
vendor, Sell Edmonton 


Street News. 


Papers can be picked up at 
9312-109 Avenue. If you buy 40 
or more, they can be delivered. 
Phone first. 

428-0805 or 483-5954 
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stand on their own. 


Commentary 


Thoughts on Homelessness 


How did I get involved 
with street newspapers? 
Three years ago I attempted 
to set up a shelter. 
Unfortunately I brought in a 
few of the wrong people and, 
as they say, I lost my shirt. I © 
guess if anything good came 
form that endeavor, it is that 
I became more aware of 
homelessness, and that 
some of these individuals 
might be better off in an 
institution than on the 
street. 

History has proven from the streets of 
New York, Chicago, Los Angeles and other 
major cities that poverty creates crime. This 
includes drug traffic, theft, fraud, extortion 
and even murder as many people in 
Edmonton are witnessing. 

In addition to my position as president of 
Edmonton Street News Society, I am also in 
the process of getting the permits and licens- 
ing for another non-profit - Mainstreet 
Entertainment. One objective of Mainstreet 
Entertainment is to produce CD's of local tal- 
ent as well as other products, the sale of 
which will raise funds for a homeless centre 
in Edmonton or some other project that ben- 


efits those in need. 
I see a number of problem 
areas in creating a homeless cen- 
tre, a main one being that it 
,could become another form of 
“mental hospital. It has been esti- 
mated that up to 60 per cent of 
the homeless living on Edmonton 
_ streets are suffering from some 
sort of mental illness or disabili- 
ty, and some are there as a direct 
result of changes made to the 
‘Mental Health Act where persons 
fo ‘who before were institutionalized 
are now out on the streets. Medications to 
control symptoms have made this possible, 
but if the patient quits taking medications, 
the symptoms return. In the last three years 
I've witnessed a number of Alberta's mental 
health patients; some of them are more than 
just verbally abusive, they are sociopaths. 
To accommodate their needs, it may 
be too big a transition to just provide afford- 
able housing. Some sort of transitional hous- 
ing is necessary to bring people from living 
on the streets to independent housing, and 
for some independent living may not be an 
option. 























By Dale Ferris 


igre 


Letter to Guy Boutilier 


The author of this letter to Alberta Minister of 
the Environment Guy Boutilier likes to share 
his views with the honourable ladies and gen- 
tlemen of the Alberta Cabinet. This is one of 
his correspondences. Watch for further sam- 
ples in future issues of ESN 


D ear Guy, 


Well young fellow, you restore my faith in 
the future. I see so many spoiled young peo- 
ple today loafing around expecting to have a 
good life handed to them on a silver spoon, 
not even able to have a simple conversation 
with an adult. 

So it has been a breath of fresh air to lis- 
ten to your high energy bamboozling. This 
overwrought panic by the eco-freaks about a 
little oil spilled at Lake Wabamun has given 
you a real chance to shine, but I've been lis- 
tening to you and know this current excel- 
lent display of hornswoggling isn't anything 
new. 

You honed your skills back in your days 
as mayor up in Fort McMurray didn't you? 
And that in-your-face bravado you learn on 
the street in a boom town is serving you well 
now. You put on a performance that would 
have made any movie director proud with 
your little "I'm so offended" bit this spring 
when that pinko Ray Martin dared to suggest 
it was anyone's business if the Alberta gov- 
ernment wanted to give a sweet deal to one 
of your corporate friends looking for some 
cheap land to build expensive housing on. 

These socialists would make every little 
operation into such a bureaucratic process of 
checks and balances that nothing would ever 
get done. We're lucky to have a government 
that says "Let's just get things done. Forget 
having a bunch of rules and regulations-- or 
at least enforcing them-- let's fly by the seat 


of our pants." That's the great Alberta style 
showing itself again, the old "can do" way. 

You must go to bed chuckling nearly 
every night with having the job of environ- 
ment minister in Alberta. King Ralph had 
such a good time in the same job a dozen 
years back, giving the finger to the enviro- 
alarmists and all. Now you're proving to be a 
good prodigy of his, carrying on that tradi- 
tion of making sure the nature nuts don't 
slow the agenda of industry. Yes, there must 
not be many better jobs in Alberta for those 
who love newspeak than environment minis- 
ter. 

Such fun to go about making big speech- 
es full of noble platitudes about how much 
we care about our environment and how 
tough we are on anyone who might endanger 
it, and then to be part of a government that 
will let just about anything happen if it will 
sell more oil and coal and water and trees. 

You've really managed to sound outraged 
about the Wabamun situation, raging against 
those irresponsible corporations. And I know 
it isn't easy to deflect attention from anyone 
noticing there might be weaknesses in the 
Alberta government's oversight of the envi- 
ronment when the news is full of those 
heart-rending photos of poor gooey little 
birds. You've done such a good job I bet no 
one's even noticed that during the same time 
Ralph's been putting on a party for his pre- 
mier pals from the other provinces down in 
Banff with most of the bills paid by other 
corporations wanting to buy a chance to 
grease the wheels of commerce with their 
elected pals. 

You've sounded so good that I doubt any- 
one will be alert enough to actually check 
over the months ahead to see if CN pays any 
penalty for their actions or if any regulations 
change to make it hurt a polluter a bit more 
if a company damages the environment. 


You've done your part to say all the right 
things now so everyone can go back to sleep, 
confident in your deep care for a clean envi- 
ronment and your determination to protect 
it. And that's the job isn't it? Buffalo every- 
one with enough BS and then your corporate 
buddies can just carry on with business as 
usual, pumping clean water down holes to 
push more oil out of the ground, building 
huge new roads through all that empty 
wilderness habitat so more trucks can haul 
coal out of the mountains, chopping down 
our trees and selling them at bargain 
stumpage rates no other civilized country 
can match-- and, best of all, whoring for the 
USA to notice we could be their next lap dog 
to replace Saudi Arabia, thanks to those 
beautiful oil sands lying all across northern 
Alberta, under a bunch of useless muskeg 
and bush. 

Yes sir Guy, just keep smiling, sounding 
and looking like an earnest Fuller Brush 
salesman, all rosy cheeks and sincerity, say- 
ing whatever will keep the great unwashed 
pacified, and all will be well in Alberta. The 
goofy demands of those fringe fanatics and 
so-called scientists that we should think 
about the future instead of filling the bank 
accounts as full as we can today are such a 
joke. But without your snake oil performanc- 
es, some people might start to listen to their 
hog swallow. 

So more power to you young fellow. May 
your smooth tongue make sure everything 
just keeps chugging ahead in Alberta, even if 
there is sometimes a bit of mess when a few 
of the freight cars fall off the rails along the 
way. 

Green is great, oh yeah. Heh, heh. 


Ted White 


Klondike Celebrations Brought to the Inner City 





The Urban Core Support Network 
(UCSN), a group of inner city agencies in 
Edmonton, held their annual free barbecue 
for people with low income on July 22nd. 
The summer barbecue was scheduled to 
coincide with the city's Klondike Days cele- 
brations, in an effort to make sure those 
without money to pay for Klondike Days 
activities were able to participate in some 
way in one of Edmonton's most popular 
summer events, which lasts for ten days. 

The barbecue was scheduled for a date 
just a few days before welfare and AISH 
cheques were issued for the month of 
August. Some of the people enjoying them- 
selves at the barbecue were planning to go to 
the Klondike festival when they received their 
August cheques, but that didn't stop them 
from taking part in this event. 

This was the 21st annual inner city bar- 
becue. Held at the Boyle Street Community 
League since renovations are still taking 
place at Giovanni Caboto Park where it has 
been held in the past, the lineup for food, as 
always, grew long. Volunteers began serving 
food before the scheduled start time of noon, 


and individuals going through the line were 
stamped with a mark on one hand to show 
that they had already gone through once to 
allow the food to last as long as possible. 

The Canadian Diabetes Association had a 
display at the barbecue for their Keep Your 
Body in Check program. This program is tar- 
geted for certain postal codes in Edmonton 
and Medicine Hat to increase awareness of 
and help prevent Type 2 (non-insulin 
dependent) diabetes. By registering for this 
program, participants received a free T-shirt, 
water bottle, and a step counter to increase 
their willingness to exercise more and learn 
more about how to prevent diabetes. 

Several bands provided music for the 


half-day long event. Even though it wasn't an 
official Klondike event with big-name enter- 
tainment, those in attendance seemed to 
enjoy the activities and fellowship as much 
as if they had paid high-ticket prices to get 
in to the barbecue. 

"The Inner City BBQ fed around 1,500 
women, men and children living in poverty," 
says Rosalie Gelderman, one of the organiz- 
ers of the event. "It gave people, who other- 
wise don't have the resources to join in the 
fun of Klondike Days, a chance to eat some 
good food, listen to some live music and 
relax in the summer sun." 

By Lana Phillips 


Charges Against Too Loud Street Preacher Dropped 


For the past three years, Christopher 
Kozoriz has stood on street corners in _ 
Toronto, Vancouver, Edmonton, Banff and 
Calgary; preaching God's word to those per- 
sons, to whom he wants to tell the good 
news. Recently, he stood on the corners of 
downtown Calgary preaching the gospel. 
Although there are many persons who lis- 
tened to God's word, some did not appreciate 
this and reported Christopher to the police. 
At least twice, police officers told Christopher 
to stop preaching or else he would be fined 
or sent to court. 

Christopher has always stood up for what 
he believes in and told these officers that he 
has every right to proclaim God's word in 
public, because he is obeying His Word in _ 
reaching out to persons who do not know 
God. Christopher has more than once had to 
get a lawyer to stand up for him and tell the 
police that ecorens to the constitution ot 


_ Norma Harms — ae 


Canada he has free- 
dom of speech and 
therefore, does not — 
deserve to be banned 
or punished for 
standing up for his 
faith. Recently in 
Calgary an officer 
decided that 
Christopher's preach- 
ing was too loud and 
he was disturbing the _ 
peace; therefore, on 
this charge 
Christopher had to 
go court on July 11, 
2005. However, when 
Christopher went to 
court, this case was 
withdrawn. 
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A few facts: 


Over 30,000 Edmontonians take 
home $1,400*/month or less. 

The average 1 bedroom apartment 
rents for nearly $600*/month. : 


















Paula Mathieu 
July 28, 2005 


Nearly a year has passed since a brutal 
two-night spree of attacks on sleeping street 
people in Sao Paulo, Brazil, has left seven 
dead and eight more seriously wounded. 
Despite public outcry, mounting evidence of 
police involvement, and ongoing public 
demonstrations, no arrests have been made 
in the case. 

It all began in the predawn hours of 
August 19, 2004. August is wintertime in 
Brazil, and although it's not frigid, nighttime 
temperatures hover at a chilly, damp 16 
degrees Celsius. Of the estimated 10,000 
homeless people in Sao Paulo, roughly 3,000 
routinely sleep under bridges, in doorways, 
and subway entrances, rolled in cheap blan- 
kets from head to toe. When the sun came 
up that morning, panic hit the street inhabi- 
tants of the city center as word spread that 
10 people had been hit in the head while 
sleeping. Two had died; four were seriously 
injured. 

Several nights later, six more homeless 
people sleeping in the downtown area of Sao 
Paulo were attacked; and in the end a total 
of seven died as a result of their injuries, The 
victims were women as well as men, ranging 
in age from 28 to 71 years old. All were 
struck once in the head with a blunt instru- 
ment while asleep. 

"The criminal was a professional; he used 
an instrument and beat their heads just once 
to kill them. He knew what he wanted," said 
Alderon Costa, director of Rede Rua, a non- 
governmental organization (NGO) that works 
with homeless people in Sao Paulo. 

Medical examination of the victims sup- 
ported this suspicion. Antonio Carlos Iron, of 
the Legal Medical Institute who performed 
the autopsies, described the attacks as "tech- 
nically perfect," the work of someone who 
wanted to kill exactly. 
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These attacks occurred shortly before 
elections in Brazil, and politicians spoke out 
vigorously in the weeks following, calling for 
justice. The Mayor of Sao Paulo, Marta 
Suplicy, declared that she was "horrified" at 
the attacks and requested a public moment 
of silence to remember the victims. On 
September Ist, 2004, Patrus Ananias, the 
Minister for Social Development and 
Combating Hunger, promised to create a 
forum of ministers to discuss public policies 
concerning homelessness in Brazil. 

Once the elections came and went, how- 
ever, media attention faded and few politi- 
cians followed through on their promises to 
investigate, said Luciano Rocco of Ocas, the 
street newspaper that gives employment and 
a media voice to the homeless in Sao Paulo. 
The Ministers forum was rescheduled several 
times, and soon politicians stopped dis- 
cussing the issue entirely. 

And despite police and governmental 
promises to seek justice in this case, evi- 
dence continues to increase suggesting that 
the police themselves might have been 
involved. In addition to the precise nature of 
the beatings, the attacks have all occurred 
downtown, an area once largely abandoned 
that is now slated for revitalization. This is 
an area usually patrolled heavily by police- 
one attack occurred just outside a police sta- 
tion-and security cameras record street 
events from several residential buildings 
nearby. In their investigation, the police have 
not requested any of the video recordings, 
and several individuals who live or work in 
nearby buildings have offered recordings to 
the police. No public statement about 
whether the police have viewed or even 
accepted the videos has been released. 

One victim described his two attackers, 
which led to further suspicion of the police. 
According to local reports, on August 30, a 
policeman threatened one of the victims in 
his hospital room, pressing a gun against the 
victim during a discussion. 


Struggling every month to pay for 
the basics — rent, utilities, food and 
clothing — leaves very little to build 
a better life for one’s children. 


Safe, affordable homes - 















the base to build 
a future on. 





Learn more about 
Edmonton’s Community Plan. 
Visit www.moresafehomes.net 
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"tn October, two military policemen, 


Jayner Aurélio Porfirio, Martins Landmarks 
Garci'a, were taken into custody under sus- 
picion in these attacks. A third military 
policeman, not directly involved in these 
cases was also detained. Despite the Sao 
Paulo police said that these men were com- 
manders of private security and drug traf- 
ficking operations in the centre of the city, 
they were released after 30 days with no 
charges being filed. 

While these attacks are unusual because 
of their consistency, brutality and execution 
within a short timeframe, local NGOs and 
church groups point out that violence is 
common in the lives of the many people who 
are homeless in Brazil. While no official cen- 
sus attempts to count the number of individ- 
uals without housing in Brazil, a local 
research foundation estimated that there 
were roughly 10,000 homeless people living 
in the streets of Sao Paulo in 2003. Red Rua 
and Ocas believe the figure is much higher, 
perhaps double, and that violence is part of 
everyday life for many of these people. These 
crimes have a chilling similarity with 
Candelaria massacre of street kids by off- 
duty police in Rio de Janeiro in 1993. But 
even more recent events show the patter of 
violence: 

One day before the attacks in Sao Paulo, 
a homeless person was beheaded in 
Sorocaba, in the countryside of Sao Paulo 
State. His head has not been found. A month 
earlier, six homeless people went to hospital 
after being poisoned, also in Sao Paulo. A 
homeless person was shot to death in Belo 
Horizonte (capital of Minas Gerais) on 
September 4. 

In Rio de Janeiro, county guards system-_ 
atically threaten homeless people. Policemen 
compel street dwellers to abandon wealthy 
neighborhoods and tourist sites by taking 
their few belongings and throwing them into — 
trash collectors. Any resistance to this action 
meets with violence, according to Rocco. This 


The North American Street Newspaper 
Association (NASNA) conference was held in 
Halifax the end of July, and brought together 
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Linda Dumont, editor of Edmonton Street 
News, shook hands with Mayor Peter Kelly of 
Halifax when Kelly hosted a lunch at City 
Hall for the conference delegates, and pre- 
sented NASNA with a certificate declaring 
July 29 to be NASNA Day in Halifax. 





Ron Graham, editor of Winnipeg Street 
Sheet, arrived in Halifax via the rails having 
train-hopped across Canada to the confer- 
ence. 


policy, undertaken by the city's mayor, is 
officially named "Urban Control Operation." 

Rocco believes that such widespread vio- 
lence against the vulnerable and poor of 
Brazil results from a culture of fear and prej- 
udice. "Most Brazilians see homeless people 
with prejudice, with a mixture of pity and 
fear. Many see homeless people as people 
who do not want to work or that are involved 
with some kind of illicit activity. Our main- 
stream media and governments contribute to 
this misperception," said Rocco. Citizens of 
Sao Paulo have taken to the streets to show 
their sympathy and solidarity with the vic- 
tims, sleeping in the street and holding 
monthly vigils. Despite this continued show 
of support, little official progress is being 
made. 

"We fear that this issue has been forgot- 
ten, that nothing will be done, despite 
monthly protests and vigils in our country." 
said Rocco, "We have decided that on this 
anniversary, we need to internationalize 
these events, to inform people around the 
world about this miscarriage of justice. 
Citizens of foreign countries will help if they 
show their concern about the situation of 
homeless people in Brazil to public authori- 
ties, by writing to Brazilian embassies in 
their countries or to their own embassies in 
Brazil." 


representatives from 26 member newspapers 
across North America as well as a number of 
associate members, some of these from 
emerging street newspapers that were not yet 
able to qualify for full membership. Meeting 
others who work with street newspapers is 
important since most street newspapers work 
in isolation in that they serve a niche market. 
They all have a number of things in common; 


the most distinctive feature being that the 


| papers are sold by street vendors. 


NASNA member papers were encour- 
aged to try to attend the International 
Network of Street Papers conference to be 
held next July in Montreal, the first time that 
this worldwide newspaper association will be 


meeting in North America. 


Ernie Ballandine represented Edmoton's Our 
Vocie in Halifax where he particpated in all 
of the activities even making protest signs 
for a march around the city square. 


Rick Scott and Gail Wilson work with the 
Halifax Street Feat, Rick as a vendor and 
writer; Gail as a go-pher, a job that was very 
much appreciated volunteer during the con- 
ference. Rick is also a member of the NASNA 
executive committee. 

Rick was born blind, and had a nevous 
breakdown five years ago. As part of his 
recovery, he was introduced to Street Feat by 
another vendor. "It was a way that I could 
slowly get back into the work force," he said. 

Gail said that Jaun Carlos, the editor of 
Street Feat, has given Rick a new eyesight on 
life because he got Rick a talking computer 
to use for his writing. Rick used to use a reg- 
ular computer and have Gail do the spell 
check. 

The couple are both on disability pen- 
sions and have to struggle for everything 
they have. "We're poor in the city, but we 
take care of the poor," Gail said. 

Being on the NASNA board since July 
2003 has been a positive experience for both. 
Rick and Gail. Rick travelled to Madison, 
Wisconsin and to Cicinatti to, Ohio to attend 


Rocco believes that international readers 
of street papers can apply necessary pres- 
sure to investigate-and hopefully end-such 
brutal attacks of vulnerable people in Brazil. 
He said, "Please encourage your readers to 


The following lists contact information 
for government officials in Brazil to 
whom interested parties can write or 
call to urge justice in these matters. 


Entity Authority Address Email 


Secretaria Especial de Direitos Humanos 
(Special Cabinet for Human Rights - 
Brazilian Federal Government) 
Ministro Dr. Nilmario Miranda 

Esplanada dos Ministérios Edificio 
Sede, 

4° andar s/420/418 

CEP 70064.901 

Brasilia - DF 

Brazil nilmario.miranda@mj.gov.br 


Ministério da Justica 

(Ministry of Justice - Brazilian Federal 

Government) 

Ministro Marcio Thomas Bastos 
Esplanada dos Ministérios, 





face-to-face board meetings and Gail was 
able to accompany Rick to one of the meet- 
ings. This was a new experience for her as it 
was the first time she had travelled outside 
Canada. 


write to the Brazilian embassy in the US or 
to the US embassy in Brazil. We should not 
let these lives be forgotten or let the crimi- 
nals to go unpunished. 


Bloco T, Ed.sede, CEP 70064-900 
Brasilia-DF Fone: (Oxx61) 429.3000 
marcio.bastos@mj.gov.br 


Governo do Estado de Sao Paulo 
(Sao Paulo Estate Government) 
Governador Geraldo Alckmin Palacio dos 
Bandeirantes 

Av. Morumbi, 4500 

CEP 05650-905 

Sao Paulo / SP 

Brazil saopaulo@sp.gov.br 


Prefeitura do Municipio de Sao Paulo 

Gabinete do Prefeito José Serra (Mayor) 
Viaduto do Cha, 15 - 10° andar CEP 
0100-020 - Centro - Sao Paulo - SP 
Tel.: 3113-8000 / 3113-8004 
gabinetedoprefeito@prefeitura.sp.gov.br 


© Street News Service: www.street- 
papers.org 
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Edmonton Folk Musicians Supporting Housing 


Edmonton Coalition on Housing and Homelessness 


The third edition of Homefest, 
Edmonton's annual mini-festival in support 
of decent housing for everyone, will feature 
another awesome line-up of great talent 
when it happens on November 13. 

Chris Wynters, well known for his work 
as part of Captain Tractor, spoke and per- 
formed at the news conference to announce 
this year's event. He said strongly, "There is 
no excuse for homelessness in 2005 in 


Edmonton, not with the wealth we have in 
this city and province." 

Jim Gurnett chairs the group of 100 vol- 
unteers who organize and present the event 
each year. "We could not present this show 
without many people in addition to the per- 
formers who make it all happen and give a 
lot of their time all year round to prepare for 
the festival." 

Tickets are now on sale ($10 regular/$5 


for students, seniors and people with low 
incomes/children under 12 free) at Earth's 
General Store, Myhre's Music, The Paint 
Spot, Tix on the Square and all Grant 
MacEwan bookstores. 

"Four hours of great music, three stages 
presenting continuously, plus great chil- 
dren's activities, for such a small cost, has 
meant the show has sold out the past two 
years, so don't wait until the last minute to 
get tickets," Gurnett cautions. 

In addition to Wynters, this year's main 
stage line up includes Ben Sures, The Fates 
from Calgary, John Wort Hannam (voted best 
new performer at this year's Edmonton Folk 
Festival), the Riverdale Bluegrass Band and 
special guest Tony McManus from Scotland, 
hailed by many as the finest Celtic guitarist 
in the world. It all happens at McDougall 
United Church on 101 Street and 100 
Avenue. 

A website (www.homefest.ca) includes 
information about performers and other 
updates about the festival. Funds raised this 
year will support the work of Terra 
Association helping single teen parents to 
have decent housing. 

The City of Edmonton estimates there will 
be a need for 50 000 more units of low- 
income affordable housing over the next five 
years. The numbers of people who are entire- 
ly homeless continues to grow in the city. 
Gurnett, who is part of the Edmonton 
Coalition on Housing and Homelessness that 
hosts the event, is hoping this year's 
Homefest will reach many more 
Edmontonians so they become aware of this 
huge problem and how it can be ended. 








Opinion 


Pedro's 


but we will unless this zone of jurisdiction is 
expanded. 

In BC, gay rights activists are already 
suing both public and separate schools for 


prayer meetings for our government and 
society for over 27 years. Let us pray for 
God's guidance in how He wants to use us to 
build and encourage good strong families. 


News and 


e 
Views 
Pedro Schultz 


Pedro has been a street pastor working in the 
inner city for fifteen years. 





I am so thankful to God for the privilege 
I had of growing up in a loving stable 
Christian family. Very few people have this 
privilege today. Because of this, I want to do 
my part to promote good families. A grave 
concern I have at present is how Bill C-38 
(the same sex marriage bill) could weaken 
the basic family unit in Canada. All of the 
ramifications it will have, especially on chil- 
dren, have not been adequately researched. 

I believe the family will be further trivi- 
alized if same-sex unions are legitimized by 
law. Children are more likely to grow up as 
healthy contributing members of society are 
if they have both male and female models in 
their development. Let's not try to improve 
on God's design. 

Can you imagine your children being 
shown a variety of sexual behaviors in 
school, and told each is equal to the act of 
love that resulted in his or her birth? Under 
Bill C-38 this will likely happen. Where then 
are the rights of parents if they do not want 
their children exposed to this in schools? 

August 15 PC MLA Ted Martin, in an 
article in the Calgary Herald, pointed out 
three things Alberta can do to reduce the 
negative impacts Bill C-38 could have: 

" Option 1: An Alberta Marriage Bill of 
Rights. Alberta could enact a provincial law 
protecting freedoms of speech,, association,, 
religion and conscience for the majority of 
Albertans who disagree with the feds same- 
sex marriage laws. This would ensure the 
passage of C-38 does not result in the coer- 
cive powers of the state being used to silence 
oppositions to or force acceptance of same- 
sex marriage. 

Parents have a right to choose the kind of 
education that will be given to their children. 
The rest of us should not lose our rights 
because we are in a majority in this issue, 
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not including a positive portrayal of gay, les- 
bian and bi-sexual contributions to 
Canadian history and culture. In Ontario a 
leading gay rights activist has advocated 
removing charitable tax status to churches 
and church affiliated schools that refuse to 
support same sex marriage. In Alberta, 
Bishop Fred Henry is charged with a human 
rights violation for speaking out against 
same-sex marriage. If we do not want the 
Thought Police tramping on the rest of us, 
we need an Alberta Marriage Bill of Rights. 

Option 2: A Civil Union: Alberta 
could repeal the Marriage Act and replace it 
with a civil union act and designate the sol- 
emnization of marriage to churches and 
other voluntary groups. Under this option, 
the Alberta government would get out of the 
marriage business and just do civil unions. 

Option 3: Constitutional amend- 
ments enshrining traditional marriage in the 
Canadian An amendment is a long-term 
solution as it would need endorsement by six 
other provinces plus Ottawa.. 

Each of these options could be done 
separately or all together. I support all three 
but believe the importance of this issue 
requires a direct consultation with all 
Albertans. For me, this issue has become as 
much about democracy, freedom of speech 
and freedom of religion as about freedom of 
marriage." 

In my involvement in the inner city, 
I have focused more on families lately. Point 
3 of article 16 in the UN Declaration of 
Human Rights and Freedoms affirms what 
most societies of the world believe, that "the 
family is the natural fundamental group unit 
of society and entitled to protection by socie- 
ty and the state." 

I fear that unless the afore-mentioned 
options are considered, families will be weak- 
ened even further than they already are. Who 
do we think we are if we try to change the 
definition of what marriage and family is? Do 
we really think we are smarter than God and 
what most cultures have taught throughout 
history? 

Please pray with me about what God 
would have us do? Why not join us for 
prayer for the government every Wednesday 
noon at the legislature annex where 
Christians have been holding their weekly 
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Housing 101 
Edmonton 
Gets it Right 


Allan Sheppard 


Allan Sheppard is a freelance writer and editor, 
and a volunteer writer for Edmonton Street News. 
As a pensioner, he finds himself from time to time 
on the edge of poverty and homelessness. As a 
self-appointed community elder, he thinks and 
worries about the needs of children, youth, par- 
ents and others who face lives of poverty and 
inadequate education in the midst of unprecedent- 
ed wealth. 


My contributions on the subject of housing 
have tended to deal with stories of bad news, 
bad policy and bad attitudes on the part of gov- 
ernment agencies responsible for social housing. 
I would have liked to be more positive and hope- 
ful, but found little to be positive and hopeful 
about. How nice, then, to be able to report on a 
City of Edmonton initiative that embodies good 
news, good policy and good attitudes. 

The housing office of city's Community 
Services department has put our a request for 
proposals (rfp) for development of "affordable" 
housing on three plots of land in the Baturyn, 
Fraser and Kirkness communities in north and 
north-east Edmonton. What makes the rfp 
unique is that it will make the properties avail- 
able to public and private non-profit organiza- 





tions, including co-operatives.at "book" value, 
rather than market value. 

Book value in this case, according to city 
housing facilitator Beatrice McMillan, means 
recovery of the city's out-of-pocket expenses on 
land provided for social housing by developers 
of the communities in the 1970s. Market value, 
as the name implies, means the amount the 
properties could command on the open market. 
The total book value of the properties is around 
$430,000, which, McMillan says, is $1 to $1.5 
million less than conservatively estimated mar- 
ket values. 

According to city policy, city properties must 
be sold at market rates, says McMillan, so city 
council had to approve the sale of the three 
properties at book rates. Councillors gave their 
approval at their July 19 meeting, as part of a 
plan for affordable housing in Edmonton for the 
period 2006 to 2011, known as Cornerstones. 

The plan aims to add 2,500 new housing 
units over five years in addition, according to 
McMillan, in addition to targets already in the 
existing housing plan. 

More on this in the next issue of Edmonton 
Street News. In the meantime, if you want more 
information on the city's request for proposals, 
go to www.edmonton.ca/landsales, or visit the 
city's land and buildings branch at Century 
Place, 19th Floor, 9803 102A Avenue before 
October 18. The competition closes November 1, 
2005. 

Wal-Mart gets it Muddled 

You may know the classic explanation of the 
Yiddish term, chutzpah: a young man murders 
his parents, then begs mercy of the court 


North Country Furniture More Than Just Furniture Story 


About four years ago | was on my way 
home on a Friday afternoon when I came 
across what I thought was a little furniture — 
shop. I saw an old handsaw with an old- 
fashioned farm picture painted on it. I 
pounded on the door with my wheelchair and 
to the door there came an short, about eighty 


sale, and he asked me >in. I went in and i. 
asked him bow much for the handsaw : 


his life long dream. © 
_ Ken is making a 3D 


about our stories 
and have a chuckle © 
or two. 

Now, my 
great friend Ken 
MacCrimmon needs _ 
your help. I am 


_ going to get | down 


ask eee to 
heip him to fulfill 


e 
Us 


rural on how the 
settlers got their 
goods from the 


_ Great Lakes in the Northwest Territories by 


boat and by sled. He needs people who like 


: working. with wood and with their hands who 


interested i in iecning han 
ing a little Oe at Ken's 


Can’t find Edmonton Street News 


on the street? 


Get a years subscription for $30. 
Send your cheque or money order to: 
Linda Dumont 
Edmonton Street News 
9312-109 Avenue 
Edmonton, Alberta 
Lis sha Ore) 
L | Yes, Please send me Edmonton Street News. 


Name _ 
Address 
City 

Postal Code 
Telephone 





Province 


email 


because he is an orphan-that's chutzpah! 

Then there is the case of a local outlet for 
world's largest retailer-notorious in some circles 
for paying low wages and minimal benefits to its 
employees-appearing before St. Albert City 
Council to advocate for low-cost housing in the 
community. 

If Wal-Mart were more generous, some 
would say, in its wage and benefits practices, it 
would not have to plead for low-cost housing, at 
least not on behalf of employees and others who 
might not be able to afford appropriate housing 
on their current incomes. 

To be fair, Wal-Mart did not plead for low- 
cost housing on behalf of its employees. Nor did 
it speak on its own account. It appeared before 
city council as a member of the local Chamber 
of Commerce, speaking in support of Chamber 
policy. Wal-Mart seems merely to have been the 
messenger of what might be considered enlight- 
ened policy from community-minded organiza- 
tion. So why shoot the messenger, as some 
observers were inclined to do? 

Notions such as irony, hypocrisy-chutzpah- 
come to mind. Public posturing aside, Wal-Mart 
has not distinguished itself-compared to a com- 
pany like, for example, Costco-as a retailer that 
has much regard for the holistic welfare of its 
employees or the communities in which it oper- 
ates. Maybe it wants to change that image. If so, 
it must do more than speak on the side of the 
angels about a community challenge that it 
could address more effectively by improving the 
lot of its employees and, indirectly, of retail 
workers employed by its competitors. 

More on this, too, in the future. 


PETER GOLDRING 


Member of Parliament 
Edmonton East 


Smokey and The Victoria Cross 


Wednesday, August 3, marks the end of an era, with 
the loss of a national treasure. Ernest Alvia Smith, a 
common but very exceptional man, has passed away, 
at the age of 91. Everyone in Canada should, and 
indeed must know his name. The reasons are all 
around. We touch, feel and breathe the freedom from 
tyranny and oppression that he gave us. He was a 
man who, by circumstance, came to be confronted by 
a threat so huge that many could only shudder and 
find shelter. Not Smokey. He single-handedly disabled 
a World War II German Panther tank using a PIAT anti- 
tank weapon, and then faced a squad of German 
infantry, moving from behind. Using a Thompson sub- 
machine gun, Smokey killed several and sent the rest 
fleeing for their very lives. Such are the Hollywood 
tales of legendary bravery. For Smokey Smith, the call 
to brave, selfless action was very real. 


The war was won by the heroic efforts of many. Among 
those, some were so exceptional in their defence of 
our freedoms that they were awarded Canada’s high- 
est honour for valour: the Victoria Cross. Since 
Confederation, over two million Canadians have 
served in uniform, protecting our freedoms in war and 
in peace. Some 120,000 have paid the ultimate price 
and died, defending our principles and democratic 
freedoms. Very, very few have been awarded the 
Victoria Cross for their heroism.The last living recipient 
is now dead. 


| am humbled to have known Smokey Smith, traveling 
with him on several veterans’ pilgrimages to remember 
their fallen comrades, including the commemoration of 
55th anniversary of the World War II Battle of Ortona 
in Italy, during Christmas, 1998. 


Smokey Smith, VC, will be remembered and respect- 
ed by all, and for all time. Smokey—rest in peace. You 
and your comrades brought peace to Edmonton and to 
Canada. 


495-3261 





www.petergoldring.ca 
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provide education for the Native 
people were due to lack of prepa- 
ration on what to expect. The 
priests and nuns who came to 
Canada weren't prepared to be 
on the front lines of a spiritual 
warfare. And he believes that the 
cash paid per student was 
wrong, too. 

Once he graduates, Blyan 
plans to hold workshops at 
reserves and Aboriginal settle- 
ments for survivors of the resi- 
dential schools and their descen- 
dants. As a Catholic, he wants to 
speak about what happened and 
the role of the church. He said 


the church has acknowledged 
that they did wrong, but healing 
has not yet taken place. 

Blyan has worked in pas- 
toral ministry in the Catholic 
Church, and graduated from 
John Paul II Bible School in 
Radway with a Diploma in 
Sacred studies in 1999. 


By Linda Dumont 
The calendar designed by Russell 
Blyan will be available through 
Edmonton Street News vendors in 
October. $5 of the purchase price 
of each calendar will go directly 
to the vendor who sells it. 


Metis artist Russell Blyan 
has designed a calendar using 
his own artwork, a series of red 
and black designs each with a 
special meaning in the Aboriginal 
culture. Blyan lives in the inner 
city and has been on medical 
welfare as the result of an acci- 
dent. But he has been making 
good use of his time, drawing 
and painting, and for the past 
year, upgrading his high school 
diploma to include English 30 
and Social 30 so he can go to 
university in the fall. He is 
already accepted into the 
University of Alberta to pursue 


his masters degree in World 
Religions. 

Blyan wants to use his reli- 
gious training to help Aboriginal 
people who have been damaged 
by the residential schools, and to 





SA 


Saya 


The Seasons 


bring healing to both the victims 
and to the Roman Catholic 
Church. 

"We are in a spiritual world 
and spiritual hurt transfers from 
generation to generation. There 
has to be some healing. My 
grandparents were in residential 
school," said Blyan. But he says 
he received his calling directly 
from the Creator. He said, "One 
day I was walking by a church 
and I saw something white come 
swirling down. It landed at my 
feet. | picked it up and it was a 
little paper airplane. When I 
opened it up, I saw that it was 
made from a picture of children 
in a residential school." 

Blyan believes that all of the 
atrocities that happened when 
the church went into an agree- 
ment with the government to 


Bummed Out 


Went cigarette butt hunting with a chum on many a day 
He was quite bummed out 
He stared a strange stare at a girl he thought was a pretty lady 
He was, I thought, more and more bummed out 


She asked him for a cigarette 
She was in withdrawal and bummed out 
He told her I had smoked them all without regret 
That, more or less, bummed me out 


We continued butt gathering another day 
He was still a little bummed out 
This time he mistook an old baba for a pretty lady 
She was beyond being bummed out 


She asked for our ages, if you please 
That somehow seemed to bum both of us out 
Baba smiled sweetly; simply stated that we were wet and full of grease 
I believe we were even more bummed out 


After another successful butt hunting day 
My chum and I were a little less bummed out 
He asked if I had learned anything from baba and the young lady 
Has my chum become more of a chum and less of a bum bumming out? 


"Well," he says, "They are both ladies to me- I have achieved equality." 
"Furthermore," he continued,"think I'll become an unpaid philosopher." 
These strong statements seemed to bum him out for he stopped talking 
Innocently, I countered that baba saw us both as wet and full of grease 
And has she achieved equality? He didn't respond and 

kept walking 


My chum died late last summer 
And I butt hunt no more 
You could say I was in an emotional bummer 
When a friend dies their smile stays no matter what they wore 





He'd given me a bunch of clothes, food and some money 
In some mysterious way, he was not totally bummed out 
Once he said, "Clothes, food for you; money for the honey.” 
Can't say that I was totally bummed out. 


At the military-like Legion funeral he was given 
Amongst those few in attendance was a baba and a pretty young lady 
Seemed like they were looking for smoke ascending to heaven 
They smiled and were not at all bummed out 


After a little Legion lunch, the pretty young lady strolled over with baba 
To me, their smiles were sneers, and that bummed me out 
She said to me, "Meester, I want you to meet my mama." 

My bummed out condition evaporated, couldn't believe my ears 
"That man left us rich and had kept us full of larder and laughter." 
For a while I pictured her mouth wearing a big, bibbed banana." 
"Try not to be too bummed out of your gears.” 

"He was my papa; this is my mama; and I'm their only daughter." 


It seems that he drove tanks during the Second World War 
The Germans were bummed out by his antics with the Devil's Brigade 
He had invested some money building a Hummer with a bar 
That bar had turned him into a bum with no taste for lemonade 
"A man should not judge; he should withhold a grudge; enjoy an occasion- 
al fudge; sage and sweetgrass one can smudge; sing songs strongly smil- 
ing; and go cigarette butt hunting for the best nicotine is left in the butt--” 
so said my late chum. 
Last evening, I revisited one of our river park benches, held a cigarette 
butt to toss;(for I don't smoke) in remembrance of my old chum 
A hand halted my toss; "It would be a loss; tobacco in moderate use is like 
a plum." 
Said the lady who stopped me 
Stop wasting the leftovers and give it away 
God's son did the same with the fish and loaves of bread 
It will come back to you in a surprising way ~ 
You may have done a good deed, for one in need, and walked where angels 
tread 
And, by the way, in the dream he said for you to carry on writing poems 


I had learned a lot from my cigarette butt hunter/philosopher chum of the 
streets 
Now that he's gone I'm bummed out ? 
He had given me laughs that exercised airways, smiles soothing sad 
scences and treats 
The best of gifts for those bummed out 


and stop being so sadly 
Bummed Out 


By: Ernie W. Ballandine 
S November 2004@ 2200hrs 


